Neonatal Proteus meningoencephalitis. Case report.
Proteus is an uncommon pathogen in neonatal meningitis and has, to our knowledge, not previously been described from Scandinavia. Our case illustrates the typical course of the disease when onset is within the first two weeks of life. The typical patient is a previously healthy, sometimes slightly preterm infant, who develops multiple brain abscesses and has a very poor prognosis. In cases with a later onset, factors predisposing for infection are common and the outcome is less severe. Our patient was a girl born at a gestational age of 36 full weeks, who was a little less alert than normal during the first three days and then became dramatically sick with convulsions and apnoeas. She died at the age of six days with severe brain damage.